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24 December 19 d3^' 


MEMORANDUM FOR; Chairman, United States Intelligence Board 

SUBJECT: Operational Use of LIGHTNING BUG 

REFERENCE: Memo from D/NRO to Chairman, USIB on 

above subject, dated 13 December 1963; 



1 . 


This memorandum contains a recommendation in paragraph 4. 


Executive Secretary of USIB, provided a copy of the 
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reference to me. At the meeting of COMOR on 17 December and in pursuance 
of the second paragraph of the reference, I discussed with COMOR the need 
to prepare a recommendation for the Board to reaffirm the requirement for 
ELINT collection against the SA-2 missile system. I was advised by 

the NRO representative on COMOR, that the D/NRO had 
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decided not to brief the COMOR on the improved LIGHTNING BUG until 
after he had briefed the Director of Central Intelligence some time in early 
January. 

3. I would normally expect that COMOR would be briefed prior to 

any briefing of USIB on a matter directly related to a requirement for over- 
I head reconnaissance. This would permit COM OR to compl ete its staff work. 


which in this instance would be reaffirmation of| ^as the target or a 

recommendation for coverage of an alternate. or even that there may be no 
substantive need at all at this time. It appears that in view of the D/NRO 
decision, this will not be possible. 

4. Recommendation ; If you wish COMOR to be ready with a recom- 

mendation for the Board by the time the Director is briefed, I recommend 
that you request Dr. McMillan to have COMOR briefed on the improved 
lightning bug capability as soon as possible. 
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Committed 


Fames Q. Reber 
Chairman 

oh' O verhead Reconnaissance 



DCI 

DDCI 

DDI 

CIA COMOR Member 

DDS&T 

AD /OS A 

SA(COMOR)/DDS«tT 
.~Ex«'cSec / USIB 
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2 8 AUG 1963 



FOAt 0££lc«| 

myrscir: ocaiTMSfG bitc 


|« Ait«r tlMi stttMltloa in Oe^ tuoA eh* p«opo«*d 02C Ayma 

(14tB> drocMi wltli XlOff WfnipiMliil «a4 UEGHTMl^ 

MWG, 9m ti INNt«nb#r I1NI2 imtM Bwrd 4ir«ct«4 tl»t 

UCBiTKS^ BBQ aifti^iilMid la t ei »«uraa«bt« r«B4taa«t i&t future 
«•«» nm ttcM tk* Air rare# 1 mm ma^iaad tbia 4r^ia, eodiaaciRg Ite 

atUiiMi# eif#«ity iua4 allMNllaf It urn altilud# above 69, 099 tmm, 

Al tba ■#«»# tim# COMCBI'f r#«iiirit»«#l# imt StIifT aghast the SA.2 
miatlU 9fwmm hav# iMwa r«#£irm#i in graalcr detail. 
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3« Chi «b# ifcBa ar— it ly m t» e^icb etm be OMNIUted to ac> 


ewsfiUeb all Hw 


retpUremeat. S^^{Mneat ca{»tbte 25 X 1 


aaiiefylim the latter req^eir^eot ie la the devMe#meat stage ai^ etll be reedy 
ler laecatlatlea ia December. 



Gn^^F li 
Excluded frc:::; 
Gowngrauiiig anti 
declassiflcgilon 
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4. W« •4r« to and ccNsrdtiaatiaa witli 

Mx Foxsm m. toi« xymmea toaf a r ov n af to aad adll iai^tm toa O/lfRO nslian 
th» to ^•ratinaaUy raady* itmidtoMWtoly. xtm plan t& totovm 

COIdOil «Mt ih» cafatoUtir to ordar toil GOkiOR can xmHvm tlic af«t«m 
agaiiui^ Ua mqairamnwto and Mif^nyt imptana»tttoti<»& of tha qp»aratioeal coa> 
eaft at VWBi and tlia facial Gaoap. 


(Signed) Jack C. Ledford 

JACK C. UBl»r<m0 
CatoM^ (ISAT 

Otaactor* S« NE O 


ec: ArK<^K 

CaL Lloyd Eyaa 


Distribution: 


Copy 1 — D/NRO 

Copy 2 -- AFXOPR/CoL Ryan 

Copy 3 — OEL/DD/S&T 

Copy 4 -- SA/DD/S&T 

Copy 5 — D/FA/OSA 

Copy 6 — D/TECH/OSA 

Copy 7 -- AD/OSA 

Copy 8 — PS/OSA 

Copy 9 -- ID/OSA 
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ID/OSA 
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